FROM THE RANCH TO THE BULLRING

(From “Les Taureaux, féte espagnole” by Jacaues Leonard,
Illustrations by Joseph Granyer. BARNA Publishing House.)

Youthful, happy years. Amid

l the peaceof the pasturegrounds
would-be buillfighters start
their agprenticeship.

Three years after birth (young
4 bulls‘ and {om- to six &%lg)
drawn fmm lke pasturas and
put in the enclosures, where
they are separated in lots mado
up of six bulls. Each drove is
destined for a Bullfight.

Once each lol has arrived at a
bullring it is enclosed in a
special patio (chiguero).

. These patios are surrcunded
by balustrades and the traps
are handled from afer In order
to avoid any accident.
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8efore lhe animals are one

yw ofd th m branded on

the ea! an ginn a number

the mark of the brand of

the ranch, siam, with a

red-hot lron on sldas and
hind parts of the body.

8ulls are sent lo the ring in
#aaeclu boxes provided with a
p.

Some hours before lhe bull-
fight the velerinarians grant
the permission for it, and ma-
nagers divide the lots into

- three cquitable couples accord-

ing lo the weight, power and
horns of the animals. This
cperation is called “spiitting”
(apartado).
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Herdsmen armed with goad
slicks and galloping on hors&
back compel the animais to
ride In order (o test their
aggressiveness.
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Transporiation lakes place
ther by rall or by md.

Bulls paired aro then
ned to each one of the
ﬂmm by drawing lots,
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Before the bull enlers the The door to the buil pen is
1 arena a _ring attondant, by l opened... . The bull rushes for- 1
means of a pole, in the ward 10 the fight.

napo of the beasl’s neck the
emblem, -a badge with the
colors of the catlte ranch.

The bullfight ends with the The mules drag the desd bull
13 mortal sword-thrust. 14 out ofthcﬂr’::? 15

Bul the bullring is filled with
adversaries., Capes that whirl,
plkes that weaken Iis impetus:
the bulifight has begun.

After having been quartered
in the buliring's skinning room,
the meat of the animal is
either scld In the merkels or
donated to the hospilsis the
following day.



